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NALS® Mission  

NALS is dedicated to enhancing the competencies of members in the legal services profession. It 

accomplishes its mission and supports the public interest through:  

 Continuing legal education and resource materials 

 Networking opportunities at the local, state, regional, and national levels  

 Commitment to a Code of Ethics and Professional Responsibility 

 Professional certification programs and designations. 

NALS® Vision  

NALS...the association for legal professionals is the trendsetter for providing information and edu-

cation through its worldwide partnership with all related professional associations.  

NALS® Code of Ethics & Professional Responsibility  

Members of NALS are bound by the objectives of this association and the standards of conduct re-

quired of the legal profession. Every member shall:  

 Encourage respect for the law and the administration of justice;  

 Observe rules governing privileged communications and confidential information;  

 Promote and exemplify high standards of loyalty, cooperation and courtesy; 

 Perform all duties of the profession with integrity and competence; and  

 Pursue a high order of professional attainment. 

  

Spring Time Vocabulary : 

 

What do you think of when you hear the word Spring? 

Spring Cleaning- (verb)-Clean (a home or room) thoroughly (noun)-A thorough cleaning of a house or room, typically 
undertaken in spring. 

Garden-A plot of land used for the cultivation of flowers, vegetables, herbs, or fruit. 
 

Butterfly-Any of various insects of the order Lepidoptera, characteristically having 
slender bodies, knobbed antennae, and four broad, usually colorful wings  



 

Submitted by:  Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS 

NALS of Georgia Council Facilitator 

This is probably not the right way to begin my  message, and may be totally contrary to 

ñrules of writingò somewhere, but I must first apologize and take full responsibility for this issue of the Gazette being 
so late.  There are just some events in life that dictate your priorities must change immediately and you really donôt 
know when they will return to normal. Late in the afternoon of February 4 I learned that my 91 year -old mother 

had fallen, pushed her ñget help nowò button, and was in the hospital with internal bleeding and seriously low blood pressure. The doctors stopped 
the bleeding, but we then learned she had advanced liver cancer as well as large ñmassesò in other areas. This is when I dropped everything and 
began my numerous five hour drives to Mobile. After three nights in SICU followed by seven more nights in a hospital ñsuite,ò we moved her to a 
lovely nursing home with 24 -hr. hospice care and decorated her room with some of her favorite things. My mother passed peacefull y on February 
25, having spent her last three weeks living on her terms because she knew it was time, and she was ready. I only pray that I  can do likewise. 

 

 Our NALS 59th Annual Education Conference and National Forum in Branson was amazing! First of all, 
flying into that cute little cabin they call an airport was a hoot ï and I must tell you when we left, the staff stood out 
on the tarmac and actually waved goodbye! How adorable is that?  Makes me want to go back to Branson just for 
that experience! J Anyway, back to the conference. Georgia was well represented with Marie Ringholz, PP, PLS, 
Kathy Adams, PLS, Leslie Keys, PLS, Nancy Mikacevich, PLS, Donna Tucker, Lisa Mitchum, PLS, and Verdie Bul-
lock, PLS, joining me. We started out the conference with the bonus session on Thursday, when attorney David 
Horowitz taught us confidence in ourselves and I really and truly broke an actual one inch thick board with my 
bare hand!!! I donôt know about everyone else, but that was totally empowering! 

 There were so many special moments during the conference, but I must admit that the highlight for me was receiving the NALS Award of 
Excellence. The entire process is such a humbling experience, from just being nominated by my peers, 
through the enormous task of gathering historical information and putting together the application itself, the 
nerve-wracking interview procedure, and then hearing your name called ï WOW! That moment ranks right 
up there among the top very special moments in my life. 

 I returned to earth and realized I was just a mere mortal again by Friday, October 29, when I at-
tended Cobb County Legal Professional Associationôs Annual Fall Seminar along with fellow NALS of Atlanta 
member Donna Tucker (pictured with CCLPA member Kathy Adams, PLS, and NALS founder Eula Mae 
Jett!). Once again, they had a wonderful line-up of speakers with extremely interesting topics. CCLPA has a 
great relationship with the Cobb County Bar Association for speakers, as well as the Cobb County Library 
offering their community room and the ever -important vendors supply-
ing refreshments. 

  

 NALS of Atlanta celebrated the holidays on December 14 at The Piccadilly Cafeteria with dinner and 
their always hilarious ñdirty santaò ornament exchange. Then NALS Region 4 Director Lisa Mitchum, PLS, trav-
eled to Cobb County with me for our ñsisters-in-lawò holiday luncheon at The House of Lu on December 16. Lisa 
and I corralled Jan Curtis and Donna Durrett long enough for this shot.  

  

 

 January brought a much-anticipated vacation with a few NALS friends. Nancy Mikacevich and I met up 
with Cathy Hankins and Tammy Hailey (plus two of Cathyôs co-workers) for a whirlwind, eight night spree of island 
hopping around my favorite state. We started with three nights in Maui, moved on to Kauai for three more nights, 
and ended with two nights in Honolulu, Oahu. The only real disappointment on the trip was cancellation of our 
whale watching/snorkel/NaPali Coast boat trip because of the high winds and waves, but we managed to fill the day 
with other adventures and snapping photos of Eula Mae Jett wherever we went, from the top of Haleakala to 
Cheeseburger in Paradise, and even a fabulous dinner with local NALS members in Honolulu! 

 

 Nancy Mikacevich and I hit the road again later in January, attending the AALS (Alabama) Winter 
Seminar and Board Meeting at the Wind Creek Casino & Hotel in Atmore, Alabama. Here we are pictured with 
Mobile chapter members. That Eula Mae Jett really gets around! 

 

  

(continued to next page) 
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 As you might imagine, February was a blur, but March got me back on track with NALS. Joining me in Tulsa for the NALS Professional 
Development and Education Conference and to congratulate new NALS President Kathie Amirante, PP, PLS, were NALS Region 4 Director Lisa 
Mitchum, PLS, Leslie Keys, PLS, Karen Caldwell, Lindsay Stinchcomb, and Marie Ringholz, PP, PLS. 

Now, are you ready for some great announcements from Tulsa? Drum roll please . . . 

 

NALS VOTING IS GOING ONLINE THIS YEAR!!! WATCH FOR DE-
TAILS!  

2012 NALS Professional Development and Education Conference will be held in Tulsa the FIRST weekend in March (3/1-3). Yippee! No more 
losing sleep due to ñspringing forwardò and no March Madness or spring-breakers causing havoc with flights home! 

2012 NALS 61st Annual Education Conference and National Forum will be held in Portland, Oregon, October 18-21, 2012. I canôt wait to tour that 
area! 

2013 NALS 62nd Annual Education Conference and National Forum is returning to Region 4 and will be held October 17-20, 2013, in . . . AT-
LANTA, GEORGIA!!!  Yes, you heard it right! Weôll welcome fellow NALS members from across the country to the Atlanta Marriott Cen-
tury Center at I -85 and Clairmont Road. 

 

As exciting as all these future conferences will be, donôt forget to mark your calendars for the remainder of 2011: 

 

 July 22-24 ï Region 4 Conference at the Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort in Destin, Florida (white, sugary beaches, here I come!). 

  October 13-16 ï NALS 60th Annual Education Conference and National Forum at the Hyatt Regency in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

 

   Thank you for allowing me the continuing opportunity and honor to serve on the NALS of Georgia Council.  
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 While it has been a somewhat quiet quarter, a little bank business did take place.  We now 
have checks imprinted with Well Fargo Bank rather than Wachovia.  This expense was unexpected 
but necessary.  It will be less confusing when making deposits or presenting checks for payment if the 
checks show the correct bank name!   

 

 Our account has been fairly stable the past three months, but there 
will be a number budgeted expenses to be paid next month.  Membership dues continue to be 
received and deposited.  At this point we remain within our adopted budget for the year. 

 

 It is a pleasure to serve as your Finance Director.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

         Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

Springtime is the land awaken-
ing.  The March winds are the 
morning yawn.  ~Quoted by 
Lewis Grizzard in Kathy Sue 
Loudermilk 

Spring is nature's 
way of saying, "Let's 
party!"   ~Robin Wil-
liams 

It was one of those March 

days when the sun shines 

hot and the wind blows 

cold:  when it is summer in 

the light, and winter in the 

shade.  ~Charles Dickens 

Spring is when you feel 
like whistling even with a 
shoe full of slush.  ~Doug 
Larson 

That God once loved a garden we 

learn in Holy writ.  

And seeing gardens in the Spring I 

well can credit it.  

~Winifred Mary Letts  
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By Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

 

IIn October we observed Court month, and our speaker was Sharon Hill, Director of 

Georgia Appleseed, who spoke on òSowing the Seeds of Justice Throughout Georgia.ó  
Appleseed was started in 1993 by members of the 1958 Harvard Law School as their 
legacy.  Each Appleseed Center is independent and can focus on issues specific to the 
needs of that community.  In 2005 the call went out in Georgia, and Sharon Hill, who 
was then serving on the bench of the Fulton County Juvenile Court and was tapped as 
the Director.  See their website, www.gaappleseed.org for further information on this 
wonderful group that serves the children of our community.   

 
 
We all felt physically better in November after listening to Brandon Woods of Human Scaleña company 

that designs work space.  Brandonõs topic was òCreating a More Comfortable Place to 
Work.ó  Brandon provided information about appropriate desktop/computer height 
and positioning to make our home away from home as comfortable and work friendly 
as possible.  This was a very informative session and many members took back valu-
able information to their law firms.  At the business portion of the meeting, Leslie 
brought members up-to-date on current NALS projects, which were met with enthu-
siasm and eager participation.   

 

Brandon Woods - Human Scale 

In December we had our annual Holiday Social.  Marge Jones and Monica Murack, our hosts for the 

event, made sure our evening was festive and fun, with door prizes and special gifts for all.  The 
òChineseó (takeaway) Ornament exchange was as spirited and interesting as expected, and I believe every-
one went home with a gift to treasureðor possibly bring back next year!! 

 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS, Marge Jones, 
Lisa Mitchum, PLS, Monica Murack 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

http://www.gaappleseed.org/

