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The holidays are here!  It is time for fun, festivities, parties, and New Yearôs reso-

lutions. 

 

Our holiday party is scheduled for next Tuesday night, December 14, 2010, from 

6:00 to 9:00 pm., at the Piccadilly cafeteria on North Druid Hills Road.  We will have our 

annual ñOrnament Exchangeò so be sure to bring your wrapped ornament/Christmas 

goody for the reverie. 

 

Donna Tucker, Education/Certification Director, has another great program planned for us on January 

18, 2011, at Burr & Forman at Atlantic Station.  The planned speaker is Mike Smith with the Georgia Superior 

Court Clerks Cooperative Authority, Notary Division.  Watch for the notice and please join us! 

 

Please visit our website at www.nalsofatlanta.org where you can also catch up with the current and past 

issues of The Scriptum. 

 

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions for building on the basics, please contact me any 

time. 

 

THINK BIG!  CHANGE YOUR ASSOCIATION!  CHANGE YOURSELF!  

 

 

 

 

HAVE HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAYS!!!!!!!!  

Leslie Keys, PLS 

2010-2011 President 

NALS of Atlanta  

404-591-9648 Direct 

678-386-4928 Cell 

lkeys@wwhgd.com 

Presidentôs Message 

of Atlanta 
...the association for legal professionals 

http://www.nalsofatlanta.org/
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SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

KEY DATES: 

§ Tuesday, 

November 30, 

2010ñRun-off 

Election 

§ Tuesday,  

December 7, 010ñ

EC Meeting 

§ Tuesday,  

December 14, ñ 

Holiday Party at 

Piccadilly  

§ Saturday, 

December 25, 

2010ñChristmas 

Holiday  

§ Saturday, 

January 1, 2011ñ

New Yearõs Day 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

28 
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Run-Off 
Election 
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7 
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13 14 

Holiday Party 
at Piccadilly 

 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 

 

22 23 24 
Christmas 

Eve 

25 
Christmas 
Holiday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
New Yearõs 

Eve 

1 
New Yearõs Day 

       

December 2010 



The Scriptum 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?? 

Contact Lisa Mitchum, PLS at 770-829-3847 

THEYõRE HERE!  NEW YEARLY AD RATES FOR 2010-2011!!  

 

All prices are for one year, beginning the month  

following receipt of payment. 

  

1/8 page ad for $25 

  

1/4 page ad for $50 

  

1/2 page ad for $100 

  

Listing only on òFriendsó page of www.nalsofatlanta website with 

hyperlink to your company $75 

  

Full page ad with listing on òFriendsó page of www.nalsofatlanta 

website with hyperlink to your company $200 

NALS Code of Ethics 

Members of NALS
®
 are bound by the objectives of 

this association and the standards of conduct 
required of the legal profession. 

Every member shall:  

¶ Encourage respect for the law and the 
administration of justice; 

¶ Observe rules governing privileged 
communications and confidential information; 

¶ Promote and exemplify high standards of loyalty, 
cooperation, and courtesy; 

¶ Perform all duties of the profession with integrity 
and competence; and 

¶ Pursue a high order of professional attainment. 
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SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

KEY DATES: 

§ Friday, December 

31, 2010ñNew 

Yearõs Eve 

§ Saturday, 

January 1, 2011ñ

New Yearõs Day 

§ Tuesday,  

January 11, 2011 

ñEC Meeting 

§ Tuesday,  

January 18, 2011 

ñ  CLE After 

Hours 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 31 

New Yearõs 
Eve 

 

1 

New Yearõs Day 
 

2 3 
 

4 

 

5 
 

6 7 8 

9 
 

10 11 

EC Meeting 
 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 

CLE After 
Hours 

 

19 20 21 
 

22 
 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 

 

29 

 

       

January 2011 
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President 

Leslie C. Keys, PLS 

Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & Dial, LLC 

3344 Peachtree Road N.E., Suite 2400 

Atlanta, GA 30326 

(404) 591-9648  

lkeys@wwhgd.com 

  

Secretary 

Marjorie òMargeó Jones 

432 Oak Road 

Lawrenceville, GA  30044 

Marge52@comcast.net 

  

  

Treasurer 

Kathy J. Saint, PP, PLS 

Burr & Forman LLP 

171 17 th Street NW, Suite 1100 

Atlanta, GA 30363 

(404) 685-4289  

ksaint@burr.com 

  

Education/Certification Director 

Donna Tucker 

Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP 

171 17 th Street NW, Suite 2100 

Atlanta, GA 30363 

(404) 873-8571  

donna.tucker@agg.com 

  

Parliamentarian 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP 

1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 

Atlanta, GA 30309-4528  

(404) 815-6558  

NMikacevich@KilpatrickStockton.com 

  

Immediate Past President 

Lisa J. Mitchum, PLS 

Smiley Bishop & Porter LLP 

1050 Crown Pointe Parkway, Suite 1250 

Atlanta, GA 30338 

(770) 829-3847  

lmitchum@sbpllplaw.com 

  

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #1 

(Term 6/2010 ð 6/2012)  
Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS 
Facilitator 

Smith, Bassett, Purcell & Koenig 

Suite 503 Ashford Perimeter 

4151 Ashford Dunwoody Rd. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30319 

404-255-2317 ext. 105 

maryjo@sbpklaw.com 

enman@mindspring.com 

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #2 

(Term 6/2009 ð 6/2011)  

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP 

1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 

Atlanta, GA 30309-4528  

(404) 815-6558  
NMikacevich@KilpatrickStockton.com 

NALS OF ATLANTA 2010-2011 OFFICERS 

mailto:lkeys@wwhgd.com
mailto:Marge52@comcast.net
mailto:ksaint@burr.com
mailto:dtucker@agg.com
mailto:NMikacevich@KilpatrickStockton.com
mailto:lmitchum@sbpllplaw.com
mailto:mdenman@mindspring.com
mailto:mdenman@mindspring.com
mailto:NMikacevich@KilpatrickStockton.com
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Call for Nominations  
NALS OF ATLANTA 2011 -2012 OFFICERS  

In accordance with Standing Rule No. 3, election of officers for NALS of Atlanta will be held during the meet-

ing portion following our CLE After Hours on Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at Burr & Forman. Please consider 

nominating someone, or even yourself, for the following positions: 

 

 President-elect 

 Membership Director 

 Certification/Education Director 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 

It is an honor to serve your fellow members in any of these roles.  Please consider your involvement next year 

by making a commitment to serve in one of these capacities.  Without your commitment to give back, we can-

not continue to provide programs and opportunities for personal and professional growth to you.  There is no 

better time than now to position yourself for future success. 

 

Please respond to this call for nominations by completing the nominating form and taking an active role in our 

election process. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

      Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS 

      Nominations & Elections Chair 

      404.255.2317 x105 

      maryjo@sbpklaw.com 

mailto:maryjo@sbpklaw.com
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NALS of Atlanta 
Nomination for Office 

 

 

 

TO: Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS, 

Nominations Chairman     Office: 404.255.2317 x105 

 Suite 503 Ashford Perimeter     Home:  770.579.0482 

 4151 Ashford Dunwoody RD NE    Fax:   404.255.4813 

 Atlanta, GA 30319                        Email: maryjo@sbpklaw.com 

 

 

 

 I nominate _________________________________________ for the office of 

____________________________ for NALS of Atlanta year 2011-2012. 

 

 

 

      Signed                  

                 Your Name 

 



 

 

The Scr ip tumñDecember 2010 
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MEMBER NEWS 

EVENTS, TRANSITIONS, NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Tulsa Leadership Conference Thursday, March 10ðSunday, March 13, 2011 

 

Donna Tucker has been working on a CLE seminar tentatively set for Saturday, February 26, 2011.  Informa-

tion about the speakers will be forthcoming soon.  This will take the place of our regular CLE and we will also 

have elections.  Please be thinking about who you want to see as an officer for next year and get your nomina-

tions in to Mary Jo Denman by way of the nomination form located elsewhere in this issue.  Hopefully she will 

be able to present us with a slate of officers at our January CLE. 

 

Lisa Mitchum has been re-elected to her position as NALS Region 4 director.  She has also been asked to be a 

part of the NALS Think Tank. 

 

TRANSITIONS  

Kilpatrick Stockton has merged with a California intellectual property firm, Townsend Townsend and Crew, 

and will now be known as Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton. 

 

Email address change 

Mary Jo Denman has changed her email address.  Her new address is maryjo@sbpklaw.com, and effective 

1/1/11 mdenman@mindspring.com will be out of service. Please update your address book accordingly. Thank 

you. 

 

Address needed: 

Does anyone have a current address for new student member Cheyenne Jessie of Columbus, Georgia?  Her 

email service@jessiesvirtualbankruptcyservice.com is bouncing back. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER  

Diana Atkinson of Fayetteville, Georgia 

e-mail address:  diana.atkinson13@gmail.com. 

 

RENEWING MEMBERS : 

Shouling Hopson 

shoulinghopson@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Pennington 

mpenington@cambridgeprofessionals.com 

 

Lori Tipson 

ltipson@burr.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine Corner 
 

December 16 Katie Albright 

 

  

Happy Birthday Katie! 

 

If you know of any members with a December or January birthday not listed above, 

please let me know so I can send them a card. 

 

On behalf of NALS of Atlanta, HAPPY HOLIDAYS to each of you.  May the Holiday 

Season bring only happiness and joy to you and your loved ones. 

 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

nmikacevich@kilpatrickstockton.com 

 

 
 

William Shakespeare 

Small cheer and great welcome makes a merry feast. 
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NALS of Atlanta Christmas Gathering 

Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

6:00 p.m. ð 9:00 p.m. 

Piccadilly Cafeteria on North Druid Hills Road 

 

 

Bring a Christmas Ornament for the Ornament Exchange 

(Be sure your ornament is wrapped) 

Door Prizes 

Fun to be had by all! 

 

Plan to attend and have a great time! 

Please R.S.V.P. by Monday, December 13 at 5:00 p.m. 
R.S.V.P. to:    Monica Murack at monica.murack@nelsonmullins.com 

     Marge Jones at marge52@comcast.net 

     Leslie Keys at lkeys@wwhgd.com 
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MINUTES 

NALS OF ATLANTA CLE AFTER HOURS  

Tuesday, November 16, 2010  
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m. by President Leslie Keys, PLS.  There were 10 members 

and 1 guest present.  The speaker was Brandon Woods with HumanScale, the providers of ergonomically 

correct office equipment and furniture such as keyboards, keyboard trays, chairs, and flat panel monitor arms. 

The Executive Committee is in the process of scheduling the December EC meeting.  New advertising 

prices will be discussed at that time.  There will be no speaker in December as our Holiday Social is December 

14 at the Piccadilly Cafeteria on North Druid Hills Road from 6-9.  There will be a Christmas ornament 

exchange and fun for all. 

 A thank you goes out to Sally Stenger, PP, PLS, for the Scriptum.  All articles for the December issue 

need to be to Sally by November 30 to be included in the Scriptum.  The next CLE After Hours will be January 

18, 2011.    

 

 Donna Tucker has scheduled Mike Smith with GSCCCA for January.  She is also planning a Bonus 

CLE sometime in February.  Kennesaw State contacted Donna and suggested we speak to their paralegal 

students.  

 

 Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS, is the NALS Award of Excellence winner.  She had her award with her and 

it was awesome.  Lisa Mitchum, PLS, was elected to another term as Region 4 Director.  The Region 4 

drawing for the Tulsa registration was won by Lindsay Stinchcomb from Cobb County LPA.  The 2011 

Region 4 Conference will be at the Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort.  Kathie Amirante, PP, PLS, the NALS 

2011-2012 president, will be joining us in Destin. 

 

 Dee Beardsley is quilting a signature quilt.  President Keys, PLS has the quilt blocks to sign and send 

to Dee.  Each square is $1.00.  The quilt will be raffled in Tulsa next year. 

 

 Kathy Saint, PP, PLS, needs the reimbursement requests from those attending the Branson conference.

  

 The Ways and Means raffle of a Christmas tote filled with hot chocolate and coffee was donated by 

Donna Tucker and won by Lisa Mitchum, PLS. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned by President Keys, PLS, at 8:00 p.m. 

 

NALS of Atlanta 

Secretary 

        

Marge Jones 
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Jan Curtis, PLS, President of our sister association, Cobb County Legal Professionals Association, has gra-

ciously extended the following invitation to attend CCLPA's Holiday Lunch Social next week!  See details be-

low!  
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Lance Cooper is a founding partner with the law firm of The Cooper Firm. 

 

The Cooper Firm represents plaintiffs in matters involving personal injury, wrongful death, 

product liability, motor carrier liability, premises liability, medical malpractice and commer-

cial litigation. Automotive product liability claims are one of the firm's primary specialties.  

Lance has successfully prosecuted hundreds of cases and has received numerous multi-

million dollar jury verdicts and settlements against General Motors, Chrysler, Ford Motor 

Company, Honda, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia and Wal-Mart.   

.  

Trauma Care in Georgia Remains in Trouble  
By Lance A. Cooper  

 

Georgiaôs existing trauma care falls short and is a woefully inadequate system.  Unfortunately, November 2ndôs ballot 

measure that would have infused an estimated $80 million into Georgiaôs trauma network failed by a narrow margin, 53 

to 47 percent. 

 

The proposed amendment would have added $10.00 to the current annual car tag fee which would have been dedicated 

to emergency care and hospitals around the state.  The failure of this amendment could result in the difference between 

life and death.   

 

Georgia sees approximately 40,000 cases of major trauma each year requiring high-level care which is, unfortunately, 

only available at certain accredited facilities.  Of these cases, it is estimated that 700 Georgians will die as a result of the 

unavailability of immediate critical care facilities.  Critical care in South Georgia remains nearly impossible as there are 

very few trauma care centers south of Macon.  The first 60 minutes following a traumatic injury can determine life or 

death.  In children, the critical care timeline decreases to 30 minutes.  The pursuit for appropriate trauma care is truly a 

race against time. 

 

While there are more than 150 acute care facilities in Georgia, only 16 of those facilities have trauma care centers.  Of 

those 16, only four are level 1 certified.  Those facilities are located in Atlanta, Macon, Augusta and Savannah.  The re-

ality is that most of Georgiaôs hospitals are ill equipped to handle the traumatic injuries.   

 

Trauma care should become a priority for Georgians.   

 

For further information 

and resources, please visit us at 

www.thecooperfirm.net. 

 

GUEST ARTICLE 

DISCLAIMER:  Please note that our guest articles reflect the viewpoint of the author and not the viewpoint of NALS OF ATLANTA.  Per-

sons interested in submitting an alternate point of view may send an inquiry to the editor to be considered for publication at a later date. 



 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR: 
 

Winter has finally come, announced by an arctic blast.  Today I brought out my winter 

coat.  Itôs actually just in the 30ôs, but the wind makes it feel extremely cold. 

 

This month the chapter takes a break from its regular meeting and we have a time of fun at 

our annual holiday party.  A seminar is tentatively planned for February.  Elections will be 

coming up very soon, so be thinking of what you want to do next year.   

 

In the meantime, NALS, along with the rest of the nation, faces new challenges as the re-

cession lingers on.  Some of our members are unemployed and many who do have jobs 

report that they are having to do the work of several people while dealing with salary 

freezes and low or nonexistent bonuses.  In a nod to the times, the Scriptum has lowered its 

ad rates, as you will see on page 3.  One of my friends, a recruiter, says that 2010 was the worst year she has ever hadðeven worse 

than 2009.  On the bright side, the economic indicators are up.  New unemployment claims are down slightly and the news describes 

a promising start to the holiday retail season.  It looks like Congress will pass the unemployment extension, which is good news for 

those of us who are on unemployment this Christmas season.   

 

There is a bright side to everything, and times like these are good times for rest and reflection.  As always, it is up to us to make the 

best of our circumstances. 

 

Happy holidays to all. 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS 

2010-2011 Scriptum Editor 
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GUIDELINES for submitting articles to the Scriptum: 

AD RATES are on page 3. 

ARTICLES OR LETTERS TO THE EDICTOR should be submitted to stenger.sally@gmail.com 

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION:  Please send your submissions in electronic format. 

FORMAT:  At this time The Scriptum is being prepared on Microsoft Publisher, then turned into PDF and posted online.  Please 

submit items for publication in Microsoft WORD format.  They will then be put into Publisher by way of cut-and-paste.   Please 

keep formatting to a minimum as the formatting is lost during the cut-and-paste process.   

MARGINS:  Please use two inch margins on all sides. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Looking to the future:   

Tulsa Leadership Conference Thursday, March 10ñSunday, March 13, 2011 

 

SATURDAY CLE AND CHAPTER ELECTIONS IN FEBRUARY 

MORE DETAILS IN NEXT ISSUE 


