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By Sally Stenger 

 

On May 12, the newly elected members of the NALS of Atlanta Governing Council met for installation and to 

discuss plans for the upcoming year.  After some discussion, and in furtherance of the plan for the Council, we 

decided to rotate the duties of presiding over each CLE After Hours as well as related Council meetings.  This 

person will have also obtained the speaker for that CLE After Hours and will write the monthly message from 

the Governing Council.  Since I had already agreed to obtain the speaker for June and July, that means that I 

get to write this monthôs Governing Council letter.  The speakers for May were Josh Schiffer and Tom Kemp 

of the Schiffer Law Firm, who spoke to us about DUI.  The speaker that we have scheduled for June, Shaun 

Adams, will talk to us about recent changes to Georgia laws made by the 2012 Georgia legislature. 

 

In July, we will not have a CLE in order to give members more time to attend the Region 4 Conference in 

Chattanooga.  This issue includes a registration form and tentative schedule.  In August we will be having a 

fun social gathering, coordinated by Irene Talerico, PLS, and Lindsay Stinchcomb, PP, PLS.  In September we 

will have our fall seminar, which will be a full-day seminar to be held on Saturday.  In October we will have 

an Employer Appreciation Breakfast.  In November we will have a CLE and in December we will have our 

holiday social, chaired by Monica Murack.  In January, February, March, and April we will have regular CLE, 

which will take us to the next fiscal year.  The tentative calendar of events may be found on page 11. 

 

In other action, Kathy Saint, PP, PLS, has accepted the position of NALS OF GEORGIA representative to fill 

the position formerly held by Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS.  Also, Lindsay Stinchcomb, PP, PLS, was appointed 

Sunshine Chair; her first ñSunshine Cornerò in the Scriptum will begin with the next issue. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at the June CLE After Hours. 

 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS 

Meeting Coordinator for May and June, 2012 

2012-2013 Membership Chair and Scriptum Editor 

Update 

From the 2012-2013 

Governing Council 

of Atlanta 
...the association for legal professionals 
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SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

KEY DATES: 

§ Tuesday, May 1, 

2012ñNew Fiscal 

Year Begins 

§ Saturday, May 

12ñGoverning 

Council Retreat 

§ Tuesday, May 15 

CLE After Hours 

§ Monday, May 28, 

2012ñMemorial 

Day 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

29 30 

 

1 
New Fiscal 
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2 3 
` 

4 

 

5 
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Governing 

Council Retreat 
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CLE After 
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27 28 
Memorial Day 

29 
 

30 31 
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May 2012 

SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

KEY DATES: 

§ Tuesday, June 12, 

2012ñEC Meeting 

§ Tuesday, June 19, 

2012ñCLE 

 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

3 4 

 

5 
 

6 7 
` 

8 

 

9 
  

10 

 

11 
 

12 

EC meeting 

13 14 

 

15 16 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
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June 2012 



The Scriptum 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?? 

Contact Leslie Keys, PP, PLS at 404-591-9648  

YEARLY AD RATES FOR 2011-2012 

 

All prices are for one year, beginning the month  

following receipt of payment. 

  

1/8 page ad for $25 

  

1/4 page ad for $50 

  

1/2 page ad for $100 

  

Listing only on òFriendsó page of www.nalsofatlanta website with 

hyperlink to your company $75 

 Full page ad with listing on òFriendsó page of www.nalsofatlanta 

website with hyperlink to your company $200 

NALS Code of Ethics 

Members of NALS
È
 are bound by the objectives of 

this association and the standards of conduct 
required of the legal profession. 

Every member shall: 

¶ Encourage respect for the law and the 
administration of justice; 

¶ Observe rules governing privileged 
communications and confidential information; 

¶ Promote and exemplify high standards of loyalty, 
cooperation, and courtesy; 

¶ Perform all duties of the profession with integrity 
and competence; and 

¶ Pursue a high order of professional attainment. 
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SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

KEY DATES: 

§ Wednesday,July 

4, 2012ñ

Independence Day 

Holiday 

§ July 13-24ñ

Region 4 Meeting 

in Chattanooga 

§ No CLE this 

month 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 
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4 
Independence 
Day Holiday 

5 
` 
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8 
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11 12 

 

13 
Region 4 

Meeting in 
Chattanooga 

14 
Region 4 Meeting 
in Chattanooga 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 19 20 21 
 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 
 

28 

29 30 
 

31 
 

1 2 3 4 

       

July 2012 
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NOTICE OF WAIVER OF BYLAWS 

ARTICLE VI, Sections 1 and 5 

 

It is the recommendation of the Executive Committee of NALS of Atlanta that the following portions of 

NALS of Atlanta bylaws concerning officers and directors be waived for the ensuing fiscal year commencing 

May 1, 2012, to be replaced by a Governing Council with all of the duties, responsibilities and authority grant-

ed to the Executive Committee or President; said Governing Council to be composed of the following, to serve 

until their successor(s) are elected or appointed.   

 

ARTICLE VI  - OFFICERS/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Section 1 [Composition] shall be waived, to be substituted with the following Governing Council 

which shall have all of the duties, responsibilities and authority granted to the Executive Com-

mittee or President as described in the Bylaws:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * 

 

Section 5, Duties: 

 

Paragraphs entitled President and President-Elect under ARTICLE VI Section 5.  Duties, shall be 

waived for the next fiscal year, with these duties being assumed by the Governing Council.  

WAIVER OF BYLAWS 

PASSED 2/21/2012 

Leslie Keys, PP, PLS Advisor 

Lisa Mitchum, PLS, Advisor 

Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS Advisor 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

(serving second year of 2-year term) 

Representative to NALS of Georgia 

Council 

To be appointed by the Governing Council 

effective 5-1-12 for a 2-year term. 

Representative to NALS of Georgia 

Council 

Irene Talerico, PLS Secretary 

Kathy Saint, PP, PLS, Treasurer and Certification Director 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS Membership Director and Editor of the 

Scriptum 
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Advisor 

Leslie C. Keys, PP, PLS 

Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & Dial, LLC 

3344 Peachtree Road N.E., Suite 2400 

Atlanta, GA 30326 

(404) 591-9648  

lkeys@wwhgd.com 

  

Advisor 

Lisa J. Mitchum, PLS 

Smiley Bishop & Porter LLP 

1050 Crown Pointe Parkway, Suite 1250 

Atlanta, GA 30338 

(770) 829-3847  

lmitchum@sbpllplaw.com 

Advisor 

Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS 
Smith, Bassett, Purcell & Koenig 

Suite 503 Ashford Perimeter 

4151 Ashford Dunwoody Rd. NE 

Atlanta, GA 30319 

404-255-2317 ext. 105 

maryjo@sbpklaw.com 

 

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #2 

(Term 6/2011 ð 6/2013)  

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP 

1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 

Atlanta, GA 30309-4528  

(404) 815-6558  
NMikacevich@KilpatrickTownsend.com 

  

Treasurer 

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #1 

(Term 6/2012 ð 6/2014)  

Kathy J. Saint, PP, PLS 

Burr & Forman LLP 

171 17 th Street NW, Suite 1100 

Atlanta, GA 30363 

(404) 685-4289  

ksaint@burr.com 

Secretary 

Irene Talerico, PLS 

Taylor English Duma LLP 

1600 Parkwood Circle, Suite 400 

Atlanta, Georgia 30339 

Direct: 678.336.7288 

italerico@taylorenglish.com 

Membership Director/Scriptum Editor 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS 

1060 Oak Street SW Apt. 2 

Atlanta. GA  30310 

404-753-4759  

stenger.sally@gmail.com 

 

NALS OF ATLANTA 2012-2013 GOVERNING COUNCIL 
Effective May 1, 2012 

mailto:lkeys@wwhgd.com
mailto:lmitchum@sbpllplaw.com
mailto:mdenman@mindspring.com
mailto:NMikacevich@KilpatrickStockton.com
mailto:ksaint@burr.com
mailto:Marge52@comcast.net


 

 

Treasurer 

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #1 

(Term 6/2012 ð 6/2014)  

Kathy Saint, PP, PLS 
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Membership Director and 

Scriptum Editor 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS 

Advisor 

Mary Jo Denman, PP, PLS 
 

NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #2 

(Term 6/2011 ð 6/2013)  

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

 

Advisor 

Lisa J. Mitchum, PLS 

 

Advisor 

Leslie Keys, PP, PLS 

NALS OF ATLANTA 2012-2013 GOVERNING COUNCIL 

Secretary 

Irene Talerico, PLS 
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Advisor 

Leslie Keys, PP, PLS 

 

I began my work in the legal field 39 years ago, having begun my career as a Clerk 

Typist at the Juvenile Court of Fulton County, Georgia, in 1973.  I joined NALS in 

1988 and attained my PLS certification in 1991 and my PP certification in 2011.  In 

about 1994, I was asked to lead in the development of the first legal secretarial course 

for the National Center for Paralegal Training in Atlanta.  This course was developed 

following the Certified PLS study course as a guideline for their needed courses.  The 

course was successful until the schoolôs closing.  My current position is that of a Legal 

Assistant for the law firm of Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & Dial, LLC, in At-

lanta, which is comprised of approximately 85 attorneys. 

 

I am a past two term chapter president of Cobb County LPA, as well as the current two term president of 

NALS of Atlanta.  On the local chapter levels, I have received several Member of the Year, Secretary of the 

Year (Award of Excellence), and Officer of the Year awards.  I have served as president of NALS of Geor-

gia, having served two non-consecutive terms.  On the state association level, I received several awards.  

During my 2003-2004 term as president of NALS of GA, my board members and I completed the restructur-

ing of the state association of Georgia by rewriting by-laws and standing rules and changing the structure 

from one of elected officers to a council of members appointed by and representing the local chapters.  It has 

allowed us to maintain our state association with more emphasis on the local and regional levels.  This pilot 

program has been successful for Georgia. 

 

I was elected to the position of 2007-2008 Region 4 Director on the NALS Board.  I have served on the na-

tional Membership Committee as well as the Marketing Committee.  I have been elected to the NALS Board 

once again as the 2012-2013 Region 4 Director.   

Advisor 

Lisa Mitchum, PLS 

Lisa Mitchum, PLS has been employed in the legal profession for over 

25 years.  Her experience mainly lies in litigation, but she has worked 

in other areas of law, including employment, intellectual property, and 

corporate.  A native of Massachusetts, Lisa has lived and worked in 

Boston, Virginia Beach, and now Atlanta, where she resides with her 

husband, Kevin, and 17 year old son Andrew.  She has worked with 

her current attorney for nine years.  Lisa first joined NALS in the late 

1990s as a local member of Virginia Beach LSA and VALS, and 

served one year as president of VBLSA.  She rejoined NALS in 2006 

and became a local member of NALS of Atlanta and NALS of Geor-

gia.  Within NALS of Atlanta, Lisa has held the positions of Advertis-

ing Chair, Membership Director, President-elect, and President.  She 

won NALS of Atlantaôs Member of the Year in 2007 and 2009, and 

was the Award of Excellence recipient for her local chapter in 2009.  She has worked on various commit-

tees locally and served as vice chair of the national Membership Committee in 2009-2010.  She has partici-

pated in NALS-University and NALS Graduate University.  Lisa served as Region 4 Director from 2010-

2012 and is Membership Director for 2012-2013.  Lisa also serves on the Strategic Planning Committee, 

NALS Executive Committee, and is a member of the NALS Think Tank. 
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NALS OF GEORGIA Council Rep. #2 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS 

Nancy Mikacevich, PLS, started her legal career in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1965 when she 

started working at a four-attorney law firm and joined the St. Paul Legal Secretaries Asso-

ciation.  In 1967 she married George and moved to California where she utilized the net-

working opportunities of NALS, found employment, and became an active member of 

Long Beach LSA, the founding chapter of NALS.  Nancy attained her PLS certification in 

1971.  She was named Legal Secretary of the Year by the Long Beach chapter and the 

California state association, and was submitted for the national award.  In 1976 Nancy was 

selected NALS Legal Secretary of the Year, the forerunner to what is now known as the 

Award of Excellence.  A job transfer brought Nancy and her family to Atlanta.  She trans-

ferred her membership to NALS of Atlanta in 1990, and has since served in most elected 

positions, including president, and has also been active on the state level and national committees.  Nancy has 

been employed by Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP since 1990.  She loves to travel, and spoil her three 

grandchildren.   

 

Advisor 

Mary Jo Denman, Certified PP, PLS 

A member of NALS and NALS of Atlanta for over 34 years, Mary Jo has served her 

chapter, state, region, and national associations in numerous official capacities. She 

attained her Professional Paralegal certification in 2003 and her PLS certification in 

1999. In 2010, Mary Jo was awarded NALSô highest honor, the NALS Award of Ex-

cellence. A national past president and life member of NALS . . . the association for 

legal professionals, she served on the NALS board of directors for eight years before 

assuming duties as a NALS Foundation Trustee for the past five years. She has been 

employed as a legal assistant with Smith, Bassett, Purcell & Koenig since moving to Atlanta in 1977. Mary 

Jo lives in Marietta with her husband, Walter, and enjoys cooking, gardening, reading, traveling, and spend-

ing time with their children and grandchildren. 

 

Secretary 

Irene Talerico, PLS 

Irene Talerico lives in Marietta and is employed as a paralegal at Taylor English Duma 

LLC in Atlanta.  She joined NALS in 2011 to network and reeducate herself, having 

been away from the legal profession for almost 20 years.  Irene received her PLS certi-

fication last fall and plans to study for the paralegal certification later this year.  Other 

interests include gardening, baking and staying connected with her two grown sons. 
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Membership Director / Scriptum Editor 

Sally Stenger, PP, PLS 

 

I have been a member of the Atlanta chapter for many years and have served in various 

capacities, including president.  Currently I am serving as membership director and as edi-

tor of the NALS OF ATLANTA Scriptum, our online newsletter.   

 

After being laid off my job in January of 2009, I decided to take advantage of the situation by doing something 

I have wanted to do for a long time, namely, to go to law school.  In August 2010 I enrolled in Atlantaôs John 

Marshall Law School and have just completed the first semester of my second year.  My projected graduation 

date is May of 2013, after which I plan to take the bar in July 2013.  If all goes well, I will get my results back 

at the end of October 2013.  My plan then is to ñhang out my shingleò and practice law for myself.  But of 

course, none of us knows what the future holds in store, so it will just depend on what develops. 

 

In the meantime, I look forward to working on the Scriptum for another year.  It is a very enjoyable activity as 

I am always very interested in hearing what the members are doing, and I hope you are too.  As membership 

director my position involves encouraging new members to join, welcoming them, and working to retain mem-

bers.  I would welcome any suggestions about the best way to do that.   

 

Looking to the future, I would like to add that, although I have found these positions to be very rewarding, we 

are always looking for people who are interested in taking a leadership role and I would love to have people 

out there thinking of when they will be in a position to try doing the Scriptum themselves.  It is a challenging 

job and a lot of work, but very rewarding. 

Treasurer and Certification Director 

And NALS of Georgia Council Rep. #1 

I have been a member of NALS since 2002.  I currently work for two partners, 

an of counsel attorney, and a paralegal in the litigation section of Burr & For-

man LLP.  I have been at Burr for almost 12 years, but have worked in the legal 

field since 1981.  Although my experience is primarily litigation, I did work 

part-time for the District Attorneyôs office in Carrollton while I was in graduate 

school.   

While a member of NALS of Atlanta, I served as co-chair of the Education/

Certification Committee, chair of the Member of the Year, Award of Excellence 

and Technology Committees.  As co-chair of the Education/Certification Committee, I contributed a number of 

ñTest Your Knowledgeò articles to The Scriptum.  I have received both the Award of Excellence and Member 

of the Year awards and have served as Treasurer, President-Elect, and President of NALS of Atlanta.  I am cur-

rently serving as Treasurer.  I received my PLS certification in 2004 and my PP certification in 2005 and have 

been a member of the NALS Certifying Board since 2005.  As a member of the Certifying Board, I am not al-

lowed to teach any certification prep sessions, but I have administered the exams over the past several years 

and look forward to doing so in the future.   



 

 

Volume 51,  Issue 1      Page 10 The Scr ip tum          May/June 2012 

GOVERNING COUNCILõ RETREAT 

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2012 

Mary Jo Denman and Irene Talerico 

Leslie Keys, Sally Stenger, Kathy Saint 

Installation of Governing Council 

2012-2013 NALS OF ATLANTA GOVERNING COUNCIL 

(back row) Lisa Mitchum, Leslie Keys, Sally Stenger, Mary Jo Denman, Irene Talerico 

(front row) Kathy Saint, Nancy Mikacevich 


